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Remarks.--I wish to emphasise the following points : - -  
1. The case is an example of a rare form of a rare frac- 

ture- i .e . ,  a vertical fracture of the head, with transverse 
fracture of neck of radius. 

2. I t  was not accompanied by fracture of the coronoid. 
There was associated with it a dislocation of the forearm 
backwards, and, in addition r this, a Colles' fracture. 

3. The fragments were quite ununited, and one was par- 
tially ankylosed into the lesser slgmoid cavity, the result 
being almost total annihilation of function at the elbow- 
joint. 

4. Excision would appear to offer the best chances to the 
patient in such cases (and previously recorded instances, 
such as Mr. Jacobson's and Mr. Wainwright's, bear out this 
statement, as well as the result I now record). Ankylosis 
of the elbow-joint is, of course, a danger to be feared, but it 
is very unlikely to take place if one is careful to prevent the 
occurrence of sepsis. 
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(Continued from Vol. OIL, page 400.) 
LONGEVITY--continued. 

TI~  lines of Ausonius which give his rendering of Hesiod 
on the subject of animal longevity, have often been 
quoted and commented on by the older writers on Natural 
History : --  

,, Ter binos deciesque novem super exit in annos 
Justa senes centum quos implet vita virorum, 
Hos novies superat vivendo garrula cornix, 
F4 quater egreditur cornicis s~ecula cervus, 
Alil~edem eervum ter vincit corvus." 

[" To ninety-six the life of Man ascendeth, 
Nine times as long that of the Chough extendeth, 
Four times beyond, the life of Deer doth go, 
And thrice is that surpassed by the Crow."] 

This curious passage would give 96 years for the limit of 
the life of man ; 864 for that of the Chough ; 3,456 for that  
of the Deer; and 10,368 for that of the Crow ! How such 
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a calculation of terms of life could ever have gained so 
wide-spread notoriety--not to say belief--is very hard 
indeed to guess: the opinion of even Methuselah himself 
on such a question could have v.ery little value. But 
whatever the explanation, there is no doubt that the notion 
was deep-rooted in the classical minds of ancient Greece 
and Rome : it made Theophrastus expostulate with Nature 
on the subject of the long life of Crows; it originated the 
epithet of ~'e~'patc~poJyo~ which Oppianus applied to Deer ; 
and suggested the proverbial phrase of Juvena l - - "  Longa 
et cervina seneetus." The student of the history of 
popular opinion knows how little the value of evidence has 
to do with the persistence of belief. Pliny, indeed, tells 
us, with apparently authentic gravity, of a Deer which had 
been taken with a collar around its neck, an inscription 
on which proved-- to  the satisfaction of his captors--that  
it had been placed there by  the hands of the great 
Alexander one hundred years before. A more recent 
story of animal longevity originated during that violent 
upheaval of Teutonic thought which occurred in the 
fifteenth century. " In the year 1497, in a fish-pond in 
Suabia near Huilprin in Germany, they took a carp of a 
prodigious size, which had in Ms ear a ring of copper with 
these words in Zatin--'l am the first fish t/~at was put into 
this pond, by the hands of Frederick II., Governor of th~ 
world, the fifth of October, 1230/ This carp appeared to 
have lived 259 years, and probably might have lived 
much longer had he not been thus taken ont." 

In his " Survey of Cornwal," Carew brings into speei,~l 
prominence the characteristic longevity of a large proper 
tion of the inhabitants of that county. A l;insman of n~s 
ownhad  lived to the age of 112 years. " O n e  Beauchamp " 
of his acquaintance, to 106; and "one Polezew" had recently 
died at 130. " F o u r  score and ten years of age"  was 
"ordinary then in every place, and in most persons accom- 
panied with an able use of the body and their senses." 
The special features of one case inspired this writer to the 
composition of a rhyming epitaph. The subject was an 
individual named Brawne--an Irishman by  birth, and a 
Cornish tramp by  adopted profession. It  runs as follows : - -  
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Here Brawne the quondam Beggar lies, 
Who counted by his tale 

Some six score winters and above, 
Such vertue is in ~le. 

Ale was his  Meat, his Drink, his Clath~ 
Ale did his  death deprive : 

And could he still have drunk his Ale, 
He had been still alive. 

We possess the written testimony of Felix Platerus to 
the age of his own grandfather. This eminent medical 
writer ~ells ~s that the old gentleman, when in the hundredth 
year of his age, took unto himself a bride o f  thirty ; that a 
son was born of this auspicious union, at whose marriage--  
twenty years later-- the father was present, and still in 
the enjoyment of health and vigour; that he survived six 
more years, and so died at the age of 126. 

In the "Voyages  de Tournefort" is noted at some length 
the following remarkable case, which has received special 
attention from the author of "HermiTpus Redivivus" and 
his English disciple and commentator, Dr. John Campbell, 
the friend of Samuel Johnson, who gives it in the following 
words : - -"  Francis Secardi ttongo, usually distiJaguished by  
the name of Huppazoli, was consul for the state of Venice, 
in the island of "Scio, Where he died, in the beginning of 
1702, when he was very near 115. This man was a native 
of Casal in the Mo~tferrat. He married in Scio, when he 
was young, and being much addicted to the fair sex, he 
had in all five wives, and fifteen or twenty concubines, all 
of them young, beautiful women, by whom he had forty- 
nine sons and daughters, whom he educated with the 
utmost tenderness, and was constantly with them, as much 
as his business would permit. He  was never sick; his 
sight, hearing, memory, and activity were amazing; he 
walked every day about eight miles; his hair, which was 
long and graceful, became white by  the time he was four- 
score, but  turned black at one hundred, as did his eyebrows 
and beard at 112. At 110 he lost all his teeth, but  the 
year before he died he cut two large ones with great 
pain. Ills food was generally a few spoonfuls of broth, 
after which he eat some little thing roasted ; his breakfast 
and supper, br'~ad and fruit; his constant drink, distilled 
water, without auy addition of wine, or other sfrong liquor, 
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to the very last. He was a man of strict honour, of great 
abilities, of a free, pleasant, and sprightly temper, as we 
are told by many travellers, who were all struck with the 
good sense and good humour of this polite old man. The 
reader will easily discern that the point upon which I 
chiefly insist is his having continually young company 
about  him, especially young women; for though neither 
himself, nor for aught I know anybody else, ever remarked 
that they might contribute to the lengthening his l~fe, yet  
so the fact might be, though not observed." Readers (ff 
the medical "Curiosities of Literature" are aware that the 
elixir by  which Dr. Cohansen and his English exponent, 
Dr. Campbell, felt confident that the life of man could be 
again prolonged to the possible antediluvian period of 
a thousand years was the inhalation (through lungs and 
skin) of the emanations from bright, healthy young persons, 
more especially young females, and most especially young 
virgins. Those learned gentlemen were strongly of the 
opinion that the only reason why the life of Solomon had 
not been so prolonged was his intemperate use o f  the 
opportunities which had been placed within his reach. 

The same authority quotes at length the case of a 
Bengalese tercentenarian from the "His tory  of the Indies" 
by  Father Maffeus, "which  has been always esteemed a 
perfect model--in point of veracity, as well as elegance of 
its composition. The far East was, of course, in those 
days of slow travel and little popular education, the land 
of miraculous wonder~ The Sultan of Cambaya haddied,  
and his kingdom had been conquered and seized b y  the 
adventurous Portuguese." The reverend historian pro- 
ceeds to say - - "  They presented at this time to the general 
a man born amongst the ancient Gangards, who ~re now 
called Bengalars, who was 335 years of age. There are 
various circumstances which took from this account all 
suspicion of falsehood. In the first place, his age was con- 
firmed by  a kind of tuniversal t~a4ition, all the people 
averring that the oldest men in their imfa~cy apokr of this 
man's age with astonishment.; and this,el4 man had then 
living in his own house a son of ninety years old. In the 
next place~ his ignorance was so great, and he was so 
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absolutely void of learning, that this removed all ground of 
doubt, for by  the strength of his memory he was ak ind  of 
living chronicle, relating distinctly, and exactly, whatever 
had happened within tire compass of his life, together with 
all the circumstances relating to  it. I-Ie had often lost and 
renewed his teeth; his hair, both on his head and beard, 
grew insensibly grey, and then as insensibly turned black 
again. The first age of his life he passed iu idolatry ; but  
for the two last centuries of his life he had been a 
Mohammedan." This story is further confirmed by  the 
testimony of Ferdinand Lopez de Castegneda, who occupied 
the high position of historiographer royal to the Portuguese 
monarch. He informs us that, " in  the year 1536, there 
was a man presented to the Vice-roy of the lndies, Nunio de 
Cugna, who was near 340 years old. He  remembered that 
he had seen the city in which he dwelt, and which was 
then one of the most populous in the Indies, a very incon- 
siderable place. He had changed his hair, and recovered 
his teeth four times, and when the vice-roy saw him, his 
head and beard were black, but  the hair weak and thin. 
He asserted that in the course of his life he had seven 
hundred wives~some of which died, and the rest he had 
put away. The King of Portugal caused a strict inquiry 
to be made in.to this matter, and an annual  account of the 
state of the old man's health, to be brought him by  the 
returns of the fleet from India. This long-lived person 
was a native of the Kingdom of Bengala and died at the 
age of 370." And Dr. Campbell dwells upon this case at 
length, as he considers it almost conclusive as an argu- 
ment in favour of the emeacy of his favourite elixir : - -"  I 
therefore submit it to the reader's consideration, whether 
it be not a matter worthy of reflection; that there is a 
certain strength in the human body, which assisted by 
some lucky circumstances enables it to renovate itself 
sometimes once, as in the case mentioned by  JLoticltius, 
sometimes oftener; as in that of the Countess of Desmond, 
who had all her teeth thrice ; and this native of Bengala, 
who changed his hair and teeth four times; and there is 
another circumstance of which I cannot but  take notice, 
as it favours my doctrine very much; that this man who 
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lived to an age much greater than any, for which we hav~, 
as good authority, had so many wives, to the efficacy ~f 
whose breaths, and the insensible effluvia of their whole- 
some bodies, I should not scruple to attribute in a great 
measure his extraordinary longevity." 

The "Merry Monarch" of England, whose opinion of 
men and things was probably of much greater value than 
his apparently frivolous life after the Restoration would 
appear to have warranted, has expressed his views on this 
subject in a way which appears to me worthy of attention. 
The record is that of Sir WilIiam Temple : - -"  I remember 
King Charles the Second (a Prince of much and various 
knowledge) upon this Subject, falling in Discourse, asked 
me, what could be the Reaso- that in Mountainous 
Countries the men were commonly larger, and yet  the 
Cattle of all sorts smaller than in others. I could think of 
none, unless it were, that Appetite being more in both. 
from the Air of such Places, it hapned, that b y  the care of 
Parents in the Education of Children, they seldom wanted 
Food of some sort or other, enough to supply Nature, and 
satisfie Appetite, during the Age of their growth, which 
must be the greater, by the Sharpness of Hunger, ~nd 
Strength of Digestion in drier Airs : For Milk, Roots, and 
Oats, abound in such Countries, though there may be 
scarcity of other Food or (~rain. But the Cattle, from the 
Shortness of Pasture and of Fodder, have hardly enough 
to feed in Summer; and very often want in Winter, even 
necessary Food for Sustenance of Life ; many are starved, 
and the rest stuntecl in their growth, which after a certain 
Age never advances." And this experienced and aceom- 
plished observer goes on to obser~ve t h a t - - "  Whether this 
be a good Reason, or a better may l ~  fotmd, I believe that  
one Par t  of it will not be eonte~ted, by any Man that tries ; 
which is, that the open dry Air of hilly Countries gives 
more Stomach than that of Plains and Vallies, in which 
Cities are commonly built, for the Convenience of Water,  
of trade, and the Plenty of Fruits and Grains produced by  
the Earth, with much greater Increase and less Labour, in 
softer than in harder grounds." 

The same accomplished author and statesman ha~ recorded 
the following : - -  
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" T h e  late Robert Earl of Leicester, who was a Person of 
great Learning and Observation, as well as of Truth, told 
me several Stories very extraordinary upon the subject ; 
one . . . was of a Beggar at a Bookseller's Shop, where 
he was some Weeks after the Death of Prince Henry ; and 
observing them, that passed by, he was saying to his Com- 
pany, That never such a Mourndng had been seen in 
s this Beggar said, No, never since the Death of 
Prince Axthur. My Lord Leicester surpris'd, ask'd what 
she meant, and whether she remember'd : She said, Very 
well: And upon his more curious Enquiry told him that  
her Name was Rainsford, of a good Family in Oxfordshire : 
That when she was about twenty Years old, upon the 
Falseness of a Lover she fell distracted ; how long she had 
beenso, nor what passed in that  Time, she knew not : that  
when she was thought well enough to go abroad, she was 
fain to beg for her living: that she was some Time at this 
T~ade before she recov.ered any Memory of what she had 
been or where bred: that  when this Memory returned, 
She went down into her Country, but hardly found the 
Memory of any of her~ Friends she had left there; and so 
returned to a Parish in Southwark, where she had some 
small Allowance among other Poor, and had been for many 
Years; and once a Week walked into the City, and took 
wharf Alms were given her. My Lord Leicester told me, 
He sent to inquire at the Parish, and found their ~ccount 
agree with the  W:oman~s : Upon ~hich he ordered Her to 
call at his House once a Week, which she did for some 
Time ; after which He heard no more of Her. This Story 
raisedsome Discourse upon a remark of some in the vom- 
pany, That Mad People are apt to live long. They altedged 
Examples of their own Knowledge; But the Result was, 
that if it were true, it must proceed from the Natural 
u of their Tempers, which disposed them to Passions 
s~ violent as ended in Frenzies : And from the great 
Abstinence and HardsMps of Diet t h e y  are forced upon 
by the Methods of their Cure, and Severity of those who 
had them in Care; no other Drink but water~ being, allowed 
them, and-very little Meat." 

(To be continued). 


